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Eastern District of California opened its doors 
to serve the people of counties across Cali-
fornia, including those who live in my home-
town of Sacramento. Over the last half-cen-
tury, the judges, attorneys, and staff of the 
Eastern District have worked tirelessly to en-
sure that justice is served, that cases are ad-
judicated efficiently and fairly, and that the law 
is respected and upheld. 

Throughout its history, the Eastern District 
of California has been fortunate in the quality 
of its leadership. Judge Myron D. Crocker 
served as the District’s first Chief Judge, fol-
lowed closely thereafter by Judge Thomas J. 
MacBride. Judge MacBride served in that ca-
pacity for eleven years, making him the long-
est-serving Chief Judge in the history of the 
Eastern District. Judge Philip C. Wilkins fol-
lowed Judge MacBride as Chief Judge in 
1979, and was in turn succeeded as Chief by 
Judge Lawrence Karlton in 1983. In 1990, 
Judge Robert E. Coyle became the court’s 
fifth Chief. His term ended in 1996, when the 
duties of Chief were assumed by Judge Wil-
liam B. Shubb. Judge Shubb remains on the 
bench as a Senior District Judge to this day. 
He was succeeded as Chief by Judge David 
F. Levi, who held the post for four years until 
resigning his commission to train the next gen-
eration of legal minds as Dean of Duke Uni-
versity School of Law. Judge Garland E. 
Burrell served as Chief from 2007 to 2008, 
when he was succeeded by Judge Anthony 
W. Ishii. After Judge Ishii’s tenure as Chief 
concluded in 2012, Judge Morrison C. Eng-
land, Jr. assumed the reins of the District 
Court’s leadership. The current Chief Judge of 
the Eastern District is Judge Lawrence J. 
O’Neill. 

The Eastern District of California has, from 
its inception, been one of the hardest-working 
district courts in the United States. Today, the 
court has the heaviest weighted caseload in 
the Ninth Circuit. The fact that the Eastern 
District’s docket carries more cases than most 
other courts in the country means that the 
judges, attorneys, staff, and volunteers of Cali-
fornia’s Eastern District are some of the most 
dedicated and effective people in our country’s 
entire judicial system. I am proud to represent 
so many who do the critically important day-to- 
day work of adjudicating cases, dispensing 
justice, and upholding the rule of law. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia on the occasion of its 50th anniversary. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF 
PAM HILLERY 

HON. RYAN K. ZINKE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Pam Hillery of Havre, 
Montana. After a four-year battle with Lou 
Gehrig’s disease (ALS), Pam passed away 
peacefully in the presence of her family late 
Wednesday night, September 15, 2016. This 
was a profound loss, not only for Havre, but 
for all of Montana. 

I was truly saddened to hear the news 
Thursday morning. I only had the privilege of 
meeting Pam and her husband Paul once, but 
they left a lasting impression on me and my 

staff. Last year, Paul and Pam made the long 
trek from Havre to Washington to advocate for 
legislation that would prioritize finding cures 
for chronic diseases like ALS. At the time, the 
House was still crafting and debating a solu-
tion. I remember kneeling down next to Pam 
and listening to her story. Despite being bound 
to a wheelchair, her passion and dedication 
were truly inspirational. She knew her fate, but 
was still striving for a better future with those 
afflicted with this terrible disease. In Pam’s 
own words, ‘‘I’m not hopeful, but I’m not hope-
less.’’ It was this fervent spirit that led me to 
cosponsor and help pass the 21st Century 
Cures legislation in the House of Representa-
tives. 

While I only knew Pam for a short time, it 
became immediately and abundantly clear 
why her passing is such a loss to Havre, Mon-
tana, and our nation. Her honest passion had 
the ability to inspire people to action. The town 
of Havre knows this better than anyone else. 
Pam epitomized what it means to be an active 
participant within the local community. She 
served on the Havre City Council for nine 
years, even after being confined to a wheel 
chair and losing her ability to speak. She was 
politically active, fighting for the causes close 
to her heart. From Missoula to Helena, she 
was constantly in motion no matter what it 
took. Most importantly, she was a loving and 
dedicated mother and wife to her children and 
husband. Pam leaves behind her husband 
Paul and children Caroline and Dolan. To 
each of them, you have mine and Lola’s sin-
cerest condolences. 

Mr. Speaker, although Pam is no longer 
with us, I call upon this Congress to com-
memorate her lasting impact. Whether serving 
her community as part of the Havre City 
Council or navigating the halls of Congress for 
causes close to her heart, she made a posi-
tive impression at every single turn. She will 
be sorely missed by us all. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,520,012,359,884.18. We’ve 
added $8,893,135,310,971.10 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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TRIBUTE TO SHANNON SMITH 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Shannon Smith for being 
honored as Iowa’s Adviser of the Year for the 
Future Business Leaders of America. She is a 
business instructor at Creston High School in 
Creston, Iowa. 

Future Business Leaders of America helps 
over 230,000 members prepare for careers in 
business and related fields. Its mission is to 
bring business and education together in a 
positive working relationship through innova-
tive leadership and career development pro-
grams. Ms. Smith was nominated by her stu-
dents and recognized with this award at the 
2016 National Leadership Conference. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that my colleagues in 
the United States Congress join me in com-
mending Shannon Smith for her service as a 
teacher to students at Creston High School 
and congratulate her on this award. It is an 
honor to represent Shannon in Congress, and 
I wish her nothing but the best in her future 
endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SUNY PLATTS-
BURGH UPWARD BOUND 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 50th anniversary of 
the State University of New York at 
Plattsburgh’s Upward Bound Program. Upward 
Bound prepares high school students for suc-
cess in college and professional careers. 
Since its founding in 1966, nearly 1500 stu-
dents in the Plattsburgh area have completed 
the program. 

Through Upward Bound, high school stu-
dents are afforded the opportunity to attend 
career fairs, shadow jobs, and complete in-
ternships. Each year, participants of the SUNY 
Plattsburgh Upward Bound Program provide 
over 6,000 hours of community outreach in 
Plattsburgh. This specific Upward Bound Pro-
gram gives students the incredibly unique op-
portunity to take part in leadership experi-
ences such as ocean classroom sailing, Adi-
rondack wilderness trips, and participation in 
the National Leadership Congress. 

SUNY Plattsburgh’s Upward Bound is one 
of the oldest Upward Bound Programs in the 
country. In the past fifty years, over eighty per-
cent of Upward Bound Alumni across the 
United States have pursued secondary edu-
cation immediately after high school gradua-
tion and more than fifty percent of those stu-
dents have been able to complete their post- 
secondary education. 

Upward Bound Plattsburgh offers program-
ming throughout the school year and during 
the summer as well, encouraging students to 
participate with their families. During the 
school year, the program offers college visits 
and bi-weekly counseling sessions, while in 
the summer, more than 45 classes are offered 
daily, covering every subject from math to his-
tory, foreign languages and the sciences. In 
addition to these classes, cultural experiences 
and leadership opportunities are offered every 
week. 

The SUNY Plattsburgh Upward Bound Pro-
gram has done a tremendous job of empow-
ering and uplifting high school students since 
its founding in 1966. I want to wish its teach-
ers, administrators, students, and alumni con-
tinued success in the future. 
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